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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) TESTING — CRESSWELL FAMILY, FERNDALE 

4402. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Education 

In relation to the handballing of the issue raised by Mr and Mrs Cresswell of Ferndale regarding the selection of 
their child for English as Second Language (ESL) testing purely because of his racial heritage and despite his 
only language being English, I ask: 

(a) will the Minister now take up the issue and endeavour to assist the parents in achieving a multicultural 
interests response into how children at Rostrata Primary School were given ESL testing without their 
parents’ knowledge or permission purely because they looked different to Anglo-Saxon heritage 
children; 

(b) how much Commonwealth ESL funding was distributed to Western Australian schools in total in 2009; 
and 

(i) how much funding did Rostrata Primary School receive; and 

(ii) what other Western Australian schools received funding, and how much; 

(c) how much Commonwealth ESL funding was distributed to Western Australian schools in total in 2010; 
and 

(i) how much funding did Rostrata Primary School receive; and 

(ii) what other Western Australian schools received funding, and how much; 

(d) will the Department investigate and offer counselling to any school which has said it tested children 
solely for funding purposes, especially when there could be schools more in need of ESL funding for at-
risk children; and 

(e) does the Minster agree with Metropolitan Schools executive director Allan Blagaich who stated that he 
considered the matter to now be closed, despite the Ombudsman only focusing on six points of policy 
and not addressing the 37 separate issues that the Creswells raised? 

Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I reject the premise underlying the Member's question.  This matter has already been the subject of an 
independent investigation and report by the Ombudsman.  I note that the Ombudsman's report endorses the 
action taken by the Department of Education.   

(a) The Ombudsman's report indicates his satisfaction that the Department of Education has acted in a fair 
and reasonable way in responding to the complaint made by the Cresswell family. The development and 
implementation of an English as Second Language/Dialect Policy at Rostrata Primary School ensures 
parents and classroom teachers are consulted when assessing students for inclusion in the English as 
Second Language/Dialect program.   

(b) Commonwealth funding tied to the ESL/ESD program ceased in December 2008. 

 (i)-(ii)  Not applicable. 

(c) Commonwealth funding tied to the ESL/ESD program ceased in December 2008. 

 (i)-(ii)  Not applicable. 

(d) The Department will continue to provide support and guidance to schools in relation to meeting the 
needs of English as Second Language/Dialect students.  

(e) I have no reason to believe that the Ombudsman's investigation into this matter was anything other than 
complete. The Department is confident that the issue has been resolved by a formal apology and an 
improvement to public administration, namely the introduction of an English as Second 
Language/Dialect Policy at Rostrata Primary School. Any outstanding issues between the Cresswell 
family and Rostrata Primary School will be resolved at a school level. 

 


